Dear Parents,
We hope this finds you well and enjoying your summer break! We have been
busy making plans for the 2020-21 school year. Our amazing teachers and staff
have been preparing multiple learning options for our students next year.
Although the educational setting may be a little unpredictable right now, our
goal is to accommodate ALL student learning and their related educational
needs, whether in-person, blended, or virtual. Your student will be supported
throughout the learning process and they will learn at high levels; we are
committed to this!
We recognize that students receive the most significant benefits
academically, socially, and emotionally with in-person school. With that being said, we are planning on
in-person school to begin on August 13. We also understand that individual concerns or public health
directives may require a flexible learning setting. Therefore, W
 ashington County School District will have
the following school options available when considering your child’s needs.
Elementary students:
1. Full-time in-person school (Automatically enrolled in your neighborhood school unless otherwise
requested.)
2. Participation in virtual learning classes. Students will attend from their home, using an online
curriculum facilitated by a WCSD teacher. This can include long-term or short-term absences
and/or quarantine time away from class.
3. Full-time enrollment in Utah Online where students will withdraw from their neighborhood school.
Intermediate, middle, and high school students:
1. Full-time in-person classes (Automatically enrolled in your neighborhood school unless one of the
options below is requested.)
a. Schools will be able to make online accommodations for short-term absences and/or
quarantine time away from class.
2. A blended schedule, where students attend some classes in person and some online classes, either
through your neighborhood school or Utah Online School.
3. All full-time classes online, either through your neighborhood school or Utah Online School.
Individual schools will be contacting parents to determine their preference on educational options for their
child.
We would encourage you to review additional details of our reopening plan on our website at
www.washk12.org. We are making every effort to provide the best educational experience possible for your
child.
Sincerely,
Larry Bergeson

Superintendent of Schools
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PREFACE

The following pages will provide additional details regarding Washington County School District’s
approach to operating schools while COVID-19 exists in the community. Please be aware there is no
such thing as a “COVID-free" zone in our classrooms or schools. The more people congregate in
society — no matter where that takes place — the more opportunity there is for the virus to spread.
COVID-19 exists everywhere and, at the time of the printing of this document, no vaccine has been
developed.
That being said, representatives from the Washington County School District and the Southwest Utah
Public Health Department have been meeting at least weekly since March. The information that
follows will provide the best measures to not only prevent the spread of the virus, but also give us an
opportunity to keep schools open and provide the best education we can for all students.
In a related note, the School District will continue to share information with you and also utilize its
webpage as a way to provide additional resources. That webpage is www.washk12.org
Guidelines for Students
● Prepare for a unique school year and remain engaged in your learning, no matter the format.
● Wash your hands frequently and avoid touching your face.
● Wear a face mask while on the bus, in common areas, during transition times, in classrooms,
and when arriving and dismissing from school.
● Occasional allowances may be made under the discretion of the teacher with appropriate
distancing.
● Sit in assigned seats in classrooms to facilitate contact tracing.
● Participate in activities and athletics, according to approved guidelines and safety measures.
● Bring a personal water bottle to school each day and for use during extracurricular activities.
Guidelines for Parents
● Reinforce the expectation for frequent hand washing, face mask, and physical distancing.
● Monitor your child each morning and do not send them to school if they exhibit any of the
following (if a student exhibits any of these symptoms at school, parents will be notified and
the student will be sent home):
○ Fever greater than 100.4 degrees
○ Cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing
○ Chills or muscle aches
○ Vomiting / Diarrhea
○ Sore throat
○ New loss of taste or smell
○ If exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the last two weeks
● Obtain a doctor’s note and send it to school if your child shows symptoms for another reason
(allergies, etc.) This is required to allow a student to remain at school.
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HYGIENE ETIQUETTE

Handwashing
Schools will increase instruction and monitoring of student handwashing. Proper hand-washing
techniques include lathering hands with soap, scrubbing between fingers, washing the backside of
each hand, scrubbing each wrist, washing underneath fingernails and rinsing with water. The process
should take 20 seconds.
Schools will provide frequent opportunities for students to wash hands, including before and after
recess, lunch, passing times and other activities.
Hand sanitizing
Hand sanitizing will be available in every classroom. If soap
and water are not readily available in some classrooms,
hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol will be
used (for staff and older children who can safely use hand
sanitizer).
Elementary students will also sanitize their hands every
time they enter and exit the classroom. Staff in secondary
schools will encourage students to sanitize hands each time
they enter and exit a classroom and frequently throughout
the day.
Students will be instructed to cover all surfaces of their
hands with sanitizer and rub them together until their
hands feel dry.
Each school will have two additional free-standing hand
sanitizing stations positioned throughout the school in high
traffic areas.
Respiratory etiquette
Staff and students will be encouraged to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue. Used tissues should
be thrown in the trash and hands washed immediately with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
No physical contact
Students and staff will be reminded to practice physical distancing when it comes to greetings — no
handshakes, high fives or hugs. Air high fives, air elbow bumps or a simple wave can be used in place
of physical contact.
Students and staff are encouraged to avoid touching their eyes, nose and mouth.
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STAY HOME WHEN SICK

Don’t hesitate to stay home
If you feel sick, stay home, except to get medical care.
Students and staff are asked to daily check for symptoms and stay home from school if they have any
of the following COVID-19 symptoms:

SHORTNESS OF
BREATH, SORE
THROAT OR
PERSISTENT COUGH

TEMPERATURE
HIGHER THAN 100.4ºF
DEGREES

CONGESTION OR
RUNNY NOSE

VOMITING OR
DIARRHEA

NEW LOSS OF TASTE
OR SMELL

Students should also stay home from school if they are experiencing other illness symptoms such as
severe or long-lasting abdominal pain, rash with fever, strep throat, head lice before first treatment or
any other illness that prevents a student from participating comfortably in school activities.
Staff and parents of students are encouraged to notify school officials of any COVID-19 symptoms,
positive tests for COVID-19, or exposure to someone with COVID-19 symptoms or a confirmed or
suspected case. Staff and students who are sick or who have recently had close contact with a person
with COVID-19 (within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes) should stay home.
Accommodating high risk students and staff
Staff, and parents who consider their student to
be high-risk, will work with the school or District
to address these needs. Employees will work with
their immediate supervisor if there is a concern
about risk.
Health rooms
Schools will identify a health room where
symptomatic individuals can stay until they are
able to go home. These rooms will be dedicated
to use for students who feel ill once at school.
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If a student begins exhibiting symptoms after arriving at school, they will wait in the health room with
a face mask and maintain physical distancing while arrangements are made for them to be picked
up by a parent or emergency contact as soon as possible. Parents and guardians need to make sure
their emergency contact list is up to date with the school’s front office.
Monitor symptoms
Staff will be encouraged to safely and respectfully monitor any observable symptoms in students,
such as fever, cough, or shortness of breath. Staff will observe all applicable privacy laws and
regulations in doing so. Additionally, schools will continually remind students to self-check for
symptoms.
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FACE MASKS

Face Mask Etiquette
All students and employees will be
required to wear face masks in all WCSD
buildings and on the bus. Two face masks
will be provided for all students. Students
can also bring and wear their own
appropriate face mask. Accommodations
will be made for staff and students who
have respiratory issues or individualized
health concerns.
According to the CDC, the COVID-19 virus
spreads mainly among people who are in
close contact with one another, usually
within about 6 feet, so the use of face masks is important in settings where people are close to each
other.
In some instances, face shields will be used as needed for special education, language immersion,
teachers in early grade levels, and all teachers as necessary to communicate with their students as
authorized by the mandate.
Face masks on school buses
While transporting students,
each student will be mandated
to wear a face mask when
riding a school bus to and from
school. Bus drivers and bus
aides are also required to wear
face masks when transporting
students.
Visitors, non-regular staff and
volunteers
All nonessential visitors and
volunteers will not be allowed
at this time.
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PHYSICAL DISTANCING

One of the best ways to curb the spread of COVID-19 is by doing your best to physically distance from
one another. The rule of thumb is to maintain 6 feet of distance between yourself and anyone else. If
that distance is maintained, the virus is less likely to be passed from one person to another.
Physical distancing is challenging in a school where classroom walls cannot be moved. In addition to
providing as much physical distancing as possible, students will be required by the Governor’s
mandate to wear face masks.
Lunch service
Students will be distanced as much as possible. In elementary schools, lunch will be scheduled by
grade level with tables sanitized between each seating. In elementary and secondary schools, tables
will be spaced and students will be required to wear face masks in line.
Playgrounds
Safety and physical distancing
requirements will also be
maintained during recess. If
students are within 6 feet of one
another, they will be encouraged to
wear a face mask.
Layout modifications
Teachers may also put forth efforts
to distance students from one
another. They may be able to
distance desks farther apart than
normal.
Those with larger class sizes may not be able to do that. Teachers may choose to have students face
the same direction rather than facing one another and remove reading corners, etc. to optimize
space.
In elementary schools, students will wash their hands before attending classes held in common
spaces — computer labs, art, choir and music — and be given the opportunity to clean all surfaces at
their station before beginning the lesson. Library visits also will be scheduled.
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Large gatherings
Because of the need to stop the
spread of COVID-19, large
gatherings, such as the typical
back-to-school nights may be held
differently. Assemblies that
include the whole school will be
suspended at this time. Smaller
assemblies or performances can
be held if schools can maintain
physical distancing of 6 feet.
After-school activities such as
concerts, plays, and sporting
events will require participants to
be screened and symptom
checked before any activity.
Audiences and spectators will be
asked to physically distance as
much as possible at outdoor
events. Audiences and spectators
will be required to wear face masks when attending indoor events.
Appropriate modifications will be made for courses such as band, orchestra, and/or choir. For more
specific details see the “Unique Courses” section of the LEA Mitigation Stategies for School Settings.
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CLEAN AND DISINFECT

Cleaning schedule
The District will implement a multi-step
cleaning protocol in all schools, to include
daily disinfection of touch-points — drinking
fountains, handrails, door handles, sinks,
toilets, partition walls and locks. Other daily
disinfection will include bathroom floors,
student desks and chairs, locker rooms,
playground equipment and computer mice
and keyboards. Buildings will be treated, after
hours, with a hospital-grade disinfectant
proven to sanitize for COVID-19 and other
viruses.
Lunchroom tables will be disinfected by
lunchroom monitors, custodians and
nutrition staff between each lunch group.
High touch-points on school buses, such as
the backs of seats and handrails, will be wiped
down and sprayed with disinfectant after
each riding group. Bathrooms will be cleaned
while class is in session.
Shared objects
Students will have assigned classroom
seating and will sanitize their own space with
alcohol-based cleaner and a paper towel.
Students will clean all shared hard surfaces
such as desks, computers or other
equipment. Elementary students will be given
an opportunity to clean all shared supplies in
STEM, music and art activity spaces.
Air handling & filters
Washington County School District maintenance and custodial departments will implement
guidelines to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19, which includes increasing outside airflow
throughout buildings as needed.
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